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Abstract. This year, we have participated in the Ad-Hoc Robust Mul-
tilingual track with the aim of evaluating two important issues in Cross-
Lingual Information Retrieval (CLIR) systems. This paper first describes
the method applied for query expansion in a multilingual environment
by using web search results provided by the Google engine in order to
increase retrieval robustness. Unfortunately, the results obtained are dis-
appointing. The second issue reported alludes to the robustness of several
common merging algorithms. We have found that 2-step RSV merging
algorithms perform better than others algorithms when evaluating using
geometric average1.

1 Introduction

Robust retrieval has been a task in the TREC evaluation forum [1]. One of the
best systems proposed involves query expansion through web assistance [4,3,2].
We have followed the approach of Kwok and his colleagues and applied it to
robust multilingual retrieval.

Pseudo-relevance feedback has been used traditionally to generate new queries
from the results obtained from a given source query. Thus, the search is launched
twice: one for obtaining first relevant documents from which new query terms
are extracted, and a second turn to obtain final retrieval results. This method
has been found useful to solve queries producing small result sets, and is a
way to expand queries with new terms that can widen the scope of the search.
But pseudo-relevance feedback is not that useful when queries are so difficult
that very few or no documents are obtained at a first stage (the so-called weak
queries). In that case, there is a straighforward solution: use a different and
richer collection to expand the query. Here, the Internet plays a central role: it is
a huge amount of web pages where virtually any query, no matter how difficult
it is, may be related to some subset of those pages. This approach has obtained
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